
IT’S PARTY TIME! 
 

 This year’s Nativity Gala will be here before we know it, 

and we need your help collecting gift cards, baskets, silent 

auction, and live auction items to be raffled at the event. This 

year we’re looking for Nativity families to host gift-gathering 

parties in order to help us collect these items as donations.  If you’ve never been to a gift-

gathering event, the concept is simple. Host your friends and family for coffee and dessert, 

wine and cheese, or even a Zoom gathering, and ask each guest to bring a donated Gala 

raffle/auction item or theme basket.  Some gift gathering parties focus on gathering gift cards, 

some provide baskets and wrapping to assemble theme baskets, and some collect cash 

donations that can be used to purchase raffle/auction items. It is a great way to gather items 

for the raffle and auctions, earn some Nativity service hours, and have some fun at the same 

time! If you’re wondering what your guests might bring for the raffles and auctions, some items 

we’ve collected for past galas include the following: 

 Bills and Sabres signed memorabilia 

 “Hot” toys (LOL Surprise Winter Chalet, American Girl dolls) 

 Tech toys (Oculus Quest goggles, Roombas, Sonos speakers, etc.) 

 Sporting goods and lessons (skiing, tennis, etc.) 

 Themed baskets of all kinds 

 Designer purses, totes, and accessories 

 Family photo sessions with local photographers 

 Baskets of cheer (wine, beer, spirits, mixers) 

 Gift cards for spas, local restaurants, hotels and popular shopping centers 

 Timeshares, airline ticket vouchers, or vacation packages 

 Bills and Sabres Tickets 

 VIP Tours of One Bills Drive 

 These are only examples, so feel free to use your imagination and encourage your gift 

gathering party guests to do the same! We would like to recruit at least 3-5 families to host gift 

gathering parties.  Gala is in March 2022, so these could be holiday parties during the upcoming 

holiday season or be held in January/February 2022.   

 If you’re interested in hosting a gift-gathering event, have any questions, or if you have 

items to donate to the gift card raffle, basket raffle, silent auction or live auctions, please 

contact Erin Riker at erinlcody@gmail.com or (716) 866-5936.  Thank you for your help in 

making this year’s Gala a fantastic event! 
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